 Handlan, Schwartzwalder, Neale To Enter Big Red Football Hall of Fame
 The final members of the Class of 2011 of the Parkersburg High School Football Hall of Fame include the “Voice of the Big Reds” for over 40 years, a coach who won 88 percent of his games and one of the most nationally recognized names in PHS history.
They will be inducted Friday, Nov.4, prior to the George Washington football game at Stadium Field. Also that night the 2001 Big Red state championship team will be honored.
Judge Joe Handlan, who broadcast Big Red football games for 43 consecutive years, coach Floyd “Ben” Schwartzwalder, whose PHS teams lost just six games in his five year stay, and Earle “Greasy” Neale, who accomplished so many things in the field of sports that the street leading to the current Stadium Field is named after him, are the latest to be inducted into the prestigious PHS Football Hall of Fame.[image: image1.jpg]



Handlan would enthrall the local radio listeners with his eloquent speech and football knowledge. He would always start his broadcasts by saying, “Hi everybody – it’s football time? This is Joe Handlan along with Fred Earley coming to you from Stadium Field on the campus of Parkersburg High School. Tonight the Big Reds play host to…..”  His description of every extra point kick also became famous as he would say, “The pass, the touch, the kick and its hot, straight and normal for the extra point.”
The extra point description must have come from his days in the U.S. Navy during World War II when he was a P.T boat squadron officer in the south Pacific – where he earned the Bronze Star for valor.
Handlan began his broadcasting days in 1935 as he sat in the booth for not only PHS games but Marietta College as well for radio station WCOM. He also found time to delight listeners at PHS baseball and basketball games as well as boxing and crew. He went to law school at the University of Virginia and did their football games from 1937 to 1940. He returned to Parkersburg in 1945 and broadcast PHS football from that point until 1988. He also began a 30-year law career the following year and then became a Circuit Court Judge from 1976 through 1988. He was a West Virginia state senator from 1957 to 1962 and was inducted into the Mid-Ohio Valley Sports Hall of Fame in 2000. His son, Joe Handlan III, followed him into the MOV Hall two years later, making them the only father-son tandem in that shrine.
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Schwartzwalder was a native of Point Pleasant, where was the starting quarterback as a 90 pound freshman who later became the 152 pound starting center at West Virginia University for coach Greasy Neale. He became a coach at Sistersville and Weston before making it to Parkersburg in 1936, where he became the head football coach and started the Big Red wrestling program.
His first two PHS football teams went 7-3 and 6-2-2 displaying a strong defense (allowing just 102 points in those first 20 games) but the next three years were amazing. His 1938 team went undefeated, giving up just six touchdowns all year and scoring 385 points. The following year his team lost only to Charleston while going 10-1. The 1940 state championship squad went 12-0, outscored opponents 420 to 26 and would have to rank as one of the most – if not THE most dominating Big Red football team of all time. 
He then left Parkersburg and became a highly decorated World War II veteran in the European theatre. After leaving the service he returned to coaching – on the college level and by 1949 he was the head man at Syracuse where he became one of the most highly respected and successful coaches in collegiate football history. He remained at Syracuse for 25 years, including 22 consecutive non-losing seasons and a national championship in 1959. He also turned out players like Jim Brown, Ernie Davis, Floyd Little and Larry Csonka.
Neale was without a doubt the most famous sports personality from Parkersburg for the first half of the 20th century. To this day he is the only man in the world to play in a World Series, to coach a Rose Bowl football team and to coach an NFL championship team, which he did twice.
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He began his athletic career as an outstanding three sport performer at Parkersburg High School in 1909. He was a three time captain of the Big Reds and was even their coach as a junior when no one could be found to direct the team. His high school career saw PHS go 5-1, 5-2-1 and finally 10-0 as a 20 year old senior. His senior year the team allowed just one touchdown all year and Neale caught eight touchdown passes when passing was in its infancy. He also kicked five field goals that year from as far away as 35 yards and won the season opener with a last-second 25 yard field goal with the ball being spotted only five yards in from the sidelines since there were no hash marks at that time.
After high school Neale enrolled at West Virginia Wesleyan College, where he not only was a four-year standout but he was largely responsible for turning around the Bobcat football program. He began playing baseball with the Cincinnati Reds in 1916 and in 1919 he was the outstanding player for the Reds as they beat Chicago five games to three to win the World Series that was later tainted by the “Black Sox” game-fixing scandal. He led the team with 10 hits and a .357 batting average during the series.
During the baseball off-season he coached college football and in 1922 while coaching at Washington & Jefferson his team played a 0-0 tie with California in the Rose Bowl at Pasadena, CA. California took an 18-game winning streak into that contest.
In 1941 he moved to the professional football ranks to coach the Philadelphia Eagles. In 1947 he won the first of two straight NFL championships and in 1950 was named to the West Virginia Sports Hall of Fame.
